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NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Youth 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Youth) [10.10 am]: National Youth Week, 
which begins on 10 April, is the biggest event on the Australian youth calendar, involving thousands of events, 
concerts, competitions and other opportunities for young people to engage with their communities across 
Australia. It is a celebration of the contributions young people make to the Australian community. 

In Western Australia, the state and federal governments have provided funding for 74 community groups to host 
events all over the state. As a result, we will see young Western Australians getting involved in a range of 
events, activities and workshops, including a singing workshop in Collie, the Katanning youth festival, and 
positive image courses in Shark Bay. The Great Southern Factor Inc is running a three-day advertisement 
workshop where participants will create and shoot a fictitious television commercial for Centro Albany. 
Ballajura Youth and Community Venture Inc will be holding a dance party to highlight youth issues such as 
tackling drug and alcohol abuse.  

This year, National Youth Week is shining a spotlight on the regions, and this is especially important for 
Western Australia, where nearly one-quarter of young people live in rural and remote areas. It is for this reason 
that I will be launching National Youth Week in Western Australia in Albany on 11 April. It will be great to see 
the talents and enthusiasm of young people from around Albany. The launch will feature sporting competitions, 
music workshops, youth art exhibitions, theatrical and dance performances, plus live music by local hip-hop 
artists and local performers. It will also feature the Hillzeez BMX and skate competition, the Southern Edge Arts 
Noongar Youth Festival and a live radio broadcast. 

One of the big events for National Youth Week will be the Music Feedback youth music concert in Northbridge 
on 16 April. A popular line-up of young bands and performers, headlined by Melbourne indie punk group British 
India, will be performing at the new Piazza from 3.00 pm till 8.00 pm. The concert is being jointly funded by 
beyondblue, the Mental Health Commission and the Office for Youth and will attempt to destigmatise discussion 
of mental health issues and increase awareness of the many ways to seek and obtain help.  

I encourage all members to participate in activities in their electorates throughout the week. 

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Ed Dermer. 
 


